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STATEWIDE BALLOT ISSUES 2008

There are 18 state-wide issues on the ballot for the November 4, 2008 election. Fourteen of them are from citizens who have gathered signatures on petitions. Four of them come from the Legislature and are called Referenda.

Some will change the Colorado Constitution, and others will change state laws.

HOWEVER, AMENDMENTS 53, 55, 56, AND 57 HAVE BEEN WITHDRAWN BY THEIR SPONSORS IN EXCHANGE FOR BUSINESS SUPPORT IN OPPOSING AMENDMENTS 47, 49 AND 54.  THEY WILL STILL APPEAR ON YOUR BALLOT, BUT VOTES FOR OR AGAINST WILL NOT BE COUNTED.  AMENDMENTS 47, 49 AND 54 ARE STILL ON THE BALLOT AND VOTES FOR AND AGAINST WILL BE COUNTED.

Issues are placed on the ballot by:

Initiative: a proposal by citizens who collect enough signatures to place their amendment on the ballot.

Referendum: a proposal put on the ballot by the legislature so that citizens can vote on it.

Statewide issues on the ballot may be either:

A constitutional amendment which can be put on the ballot either by the Colorado legislature or by citizens who use the initiative process. Only voters can change the constitution.

An amendment to the Colorado laws can be put on the ballot either by the Colorado legislature or by citizens who use the initiative process. The legislature can change any law.

INITIATIVES

(Proposed by the citizens)

AMENDMENT 46 – DISCRIMINATION AND PREFERENTIAL TREATMENT BY GOVERNMENTS (Changes the Constitution)

This amendment adds a new part to the Colorado Constitution which would make state and local governments give every person or group an equal chance to get state assistance in public employment, education, or contracting regardless of race or gender.  Colorado governments could not give special treatment to any person or group.

Summary:

This amendment makes it illegal to discriminate or give special treatment to any person or group because they are of a certain race, sex, or come from a certain country. This would be for people applying for state or county or city jobs, or trying to attend state colleges and universities, or bidding on contracts for state work.

Affirmative Action:

These “special treatment” programs are also called “affirmative action” and are supposed to “right” past “wrongs”, and increase opportunities for people who have faced discrimination in the past because of their race or gender.

People who are for this amendment say:

· Giving special treatment to persons based on race or gender is unfair.  Such special treatment is no longer needed.  

· This amendment gives everyone an equal chance to be part of programs that now are for women or minorities.

· This amendment would not affect private groups or programs (non-government).  Private groups can still keep the programs they have.

People who are against this amendment say:

· Discrimination against women and minorities still exists.  

· This amendment would likely end many programs that give women and minorities an equal opportunity to have a good quality K-12 education, to get college scholarships, and to be admitted to colleges and universities, to prepare to work in areas where white males ordinarily work, to start businesses, or to be appointed to the faculty of a college or university.  

· Other states that have similar laws have seen a drop in the number of minority students in state colleges. There also have been fewer contracts given to businesses run by women or minorities.

A yes vote: Will take away all programs that give special treatment or “affirmative action” to women or minorities.

A no Vote: Will keep the laws about discrimination and special treatment the same.

AMENDMENT 47- PROHIBITION ON MANDATORY LABOR UNION DUES

(Changes the Constitution)

This amendment is about joining a labor union.

Summary:

This would make it illegal for a company to make an employee be a member of a labor union. Now, if there is a union at a workplace, everyone must pay part of the union expenses in order to work there.

Those who are for the amendment say:

· This will stop the requirement that workers must pay dues to unions even if they don’t want to belong.  It would give employees a choice whether to contribute money to union activities.

· Other states with laws like this have had an increase in the number of jobs.
Those who are against the amendment say:

· Federal law requires that all employees receive the benefits of collective bargaining whether or not they are union members.  This measure would allow employees to enjoy the benefits of collective bargaining for higher wages, better health care, and workplace safety without paying their fair share of the union’s costs.  

· The way it works now makes it more even for businesses and workers and may create more jobs.

A yes vote would mean no workers would be made to pay union dues unless they agree to.

A no vote will keep the present law.

AMENDMENT 48- DEFINITION OF A PERSON (Changes the Constitution)

This amendment defines a person as a human being from the time the egg is fertilized and places that definition in the Colorado Constitution.

Summary:

A person has rights from the time the egg is fertilized.

This would give all of the rights from the US Constitution and the Bill of Rights to any human being from the moment of fertilization.  This includes the right to own property, to take matters to courts of law, and to have due process of law to protect its life, liberty or property.

Those who are for the amendment say:

· It would give everyone the same rights from the time an egg is fertilized.

· Now these rights are not given until birth.

· It may establish a legal basis to end abortion in Colorado.

Those who are against the amendment say:

· The amendment simply goes too far in giving rights to a fertilized egg.

· A woman should have the right to make decisions about her health and health care.  This amendment could ban some forms of birth control and limit abortion.  It may also limit treatments for cancer and tubal pregnancies.  It may restrict stem cell research.

A yes vote would protect every human at every stage from the moment the egg is fertilized.

A no vote would keep the law as it is.

AMENDMENT 49- RULES FOR PUBLIC EMPLOYEE PAYCHECK DEDUCTIONS (Changes the Constitution)

This amendment would make any deductions from a paycheck illegal except for those required. Required deductions are Social Security, Medicare, tax withholding, legally ordered payments (child support, alimony), insurance, retirement plans, and donations to charities.  This would apply to all state and local government employees in Colorado.

Summary:

The only things that could be taken from a paycheck by payroll deduction would be:

· Social Security and Medicare

· Tax withholding

· Legal items such as child support

· Insurance premiums

· Charity contributions

The amendment would be for all state and local government employees.

Those who are for the amendment say:

· It would not allow the state or local government to collect money for groups like unions. It would save money for the government if it didn’t have to do this.

· It is easy for people to make contributions by having it automatically taken from a person’s own bank account.

Those who are against the amendment say:

· It is not fair, because it does not let employees make up their own minds about which groups they want to support with their deductions.

· It will not really save the state or local government any money.

A yes vote will allow fewer deductions from a paycheck.

A no vote will keep the number of deductions the same.

AMENDMENT 50 - LIMITED GAMING (Changes the Constitution)

This amendment would allow people who live in local towns to change how much money can be bet at the casinos.

Summary:

This amendment would allow the people in Black Hawk, Central City, and Cripple Creek to increase the most a person can bet from $5 to $100.  It would add roulette and/or crap games, and would also let the casinos stay open 24 hours a day. The new gambling tax money that is collected would give scholarship money to some students and help classroom instruction at the Community Colleges.

Those who are for the amendment say:

· It will make Colorado more like other states with casinos and will help tourism.

· Will help get new money for the Community College system. 
Those who are against the amendment say:

· Increasing the amount of bets could lead to an increase in problem gamblers.

· Funding Community College by gaming money is not a source of money which can be counted on to be the same from year to year.

A yes vote will allow gaming towns to increase the size of bets at the casinos. The extra money will be used to help Community Colleges.

A no vote will keep the amount of bets the same

AMENDMENT 51 - STATE SALES TAX INCREASE FOR SERVICES FOR INDIVIDUALS WITH DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES (Changes Colorado law)
This amendment would increase the amount of money given to people with developmental disabilities.

Summary:

This amendment would give more money to help people with developmental disabilities to live by themselves and be trained to have jobs. People with developmental disabilities who need medical care and equipment would have more help. Included would be housing for adults who do not live with their families, medical services, and support to families to help care for their relative with a disability. At this time, there is a long waiting list for services for people with developmental disabilities who are eligible for services. This is because there is not enough money in the state budget to pay for these services.  This amendment would raise sales tax to collect more money to pay for necessary services.

Those who are for the amendment say:

· There isn’t enough money for services for people with developmental disabilities. The amount needs to be increased.

· The need is so great that a new way to fund the programs must be found.

Those who are opposed say:

· It makes one program get money from the General Fund, which is used for many other programs.

· If there is no new money, no additional services will be available.

A yes vote would increase Colorado sales tax from 2.9% to 3.1% over a two year period to pay for services for people with developmental disabilities.

A no vote would keep the sales tax the same and not provide more funding for services.

The Legal Center hopes that you will vote “yes” on Amendment 51!

AMENDMENT 52 - SEVERANCE TAX-TRANSPORTATION (Changes the Constitution)

This amendment would put the severance tax received into a new Colorado Transportation Fund.

Summary:

The severance taxes collected on minerals (except oil shale) would be divided between the local and state severance tax fund. Any more money collected would be put into a Colorado Transportation Fund. That money would be used for building and repairing roads. The first project would be to make I-70 less crowded.

The people who are for the amendment say:

· This would make extra money available for transportation projects. It would not raise taxes.

· Money would still go to the local governments. 
The people who are against the amendment say:

· This takes severance tax money from water projects and puts it into transportation.

· The planning for transportation would be done by the legislature, not a commission.  The decisions could become “political”.

A yes vote would give more money to transportation without more taxes and local governments will still get some of the money.

A no vote would not change the way this severance tax money is spent.

AMENDMENT 54 - CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTIONS FROM CERTAIN GOVERNMENT CONTRACTORS

(Changes the Constitution)

This amendment would make more rules for people who give to political campaigns and are then given contracts by governments without any other companies making bids.

Summary:

A contractor or any extended member of his family could not give money to a candidate or political party if the company has a contract from the state or a local government that did not have any other companies bidding for the job.   “Extended family members” include spouses, children, grandparents, nieces, nephews, guardians and domestic partners.

Public employee unions with a collective bargaining agreement may also not make contributions. They could not give money for 2 years.

A person could not make a contribution to a ballot issue if they got the contract because of the passing of the ballot issue.

Those who are for the amendment say:

· This amendment would prevent the companies which received contracts with no other bids from influencing campaigns.

· It prevents contracts from being given to the same companies most of the time.

Those who are against the amendment say:

· It keeps a person from giving to a campaign which he supports.  Examples are teachers, firefighters and nurses.

· It may keep people who work for a company with a sole source contract from supporting a campaign even though he or she has not been directly involved in the contract process.  This would even be true for relatives of that employee.

A yes vote would make it illegal for a person who has a contract with no other bidders to give money to political campaigns.

A no vote would keep the law the way it is.

AMENDMENT 58 - SEVERANCE TAXES ON OIL AND GAS    INDUSTRY (Changes Colorado Law)

This amendment would take away the tax credit which oil and gas companies get, and give the money received from severance taxes to scholarships for higher education, wildlife preservation, and clean energy.

Summary:

This amendment takes away the current credit given to oil and gas companies for property taxes.

The money from the severance taxes would go to: 

·  22% to severance tax fund

·  22% to local government tax fund

·  56% to severance tax trust fund.

Of the money given to the Severance Tax Trust Fund:

·  60% goes to scholarships for higher education

·  40% goes to wildlife preservation, clean energy production, transportation, and water and wastewater projects.

Those that are for the amendment say:

· Will end the tax credit that oil and gas companies get for property taxes.

· Will have more money to be used for scholarships without raising taxes. 
· The cost of food and gas will not go up much if at all because most of the oil and gas is sold outside of Colorado.
Those that are against the amendment say:

· The cost of food and gas will go up because it will cost the oil and gas companies more to remove the minerals from the ground.

· The scholarship money will be used by individual students and not help the colleges in other ways.

A yes vote would allow the state to receive the money from the credit given to the oil and gas companies to be used for scholarships and other projects.

A no vote will keep the current way of distributing the severance taxes.

AMENDMENT 59- REBATES AND EDUCATIONAL FUNDING (Changes the Constitution)

This amendment would change the way state money is given to Pre‑Kindergarten - 12th grade education.

Summary:

Beginning in 2011-12 state budget year all possible rebates that might be returned to taxpayers would be put in a State Education Fund for Pre-K- 12 education.

It would take away the requirement that money for education be increased as much as the rate of inflation.

NOTE: A rebate is not the same as a refund for people who have paid more than the required amount of taxes.

Those who are for the amendment say:

· A fund would be made to make a permanent source of money for Pre-K-12 education.

· Would leave more money in the General Fund to be used for other areas, such as transportation and services to people with disabilities.

Those who are against the amendment say:

· All future rebates to taxpayers will be gone.

· The money would not be used for fixing old buildings or building new ones.

A yes vote would support a special fund for Pre-K-12 for education. 

A no vote would keep funding for Pre-K-12 education the same.

REFERENDA

(Referred by the Legislature)

REFERENDUM L - QUALIFICATIONS FOR SERVING IN THE STATE LEGISLATURE (Changes the Constitution)

This amendment would lower the age that a person can be to serve in the state legislature from 25 years old to 21 years old.

Summary:

Now, a person must be 25 years old to serve in the Legislature. This amendment would lower the age to 21 years old.

Those who are for the amendment say:

· 21 years old is considered an adult.

· Younger candidates may present different ideas. 
Those who are against the amendment say:

· Younger candidates may not have enough life experience.

· The law has been 25 years old since 1876.

A yes vote would lower the age from 25 years to 21 years to serve in the state legislature.

A no vote would keep the age at 25 years.

REFERENDUM M - REPEAL OBSOLETE PROVISION: LAND VALUES (Changes the Constitution)

This amendment would remove the language in the Colorado Constitution which is no longer used when deciding how much property is worth.

Summary:

The planting of trees would not be used as a way of deciding how much property is worth. There are other ways used to make that decision.

Those who are for the amendment say:

It would remove from the Constitution language which says that planting trees can be used as a way to decide how much property is worth.

Those who are against the amendment say:

· It could prevent the legislature from giving a tax exemption for planting trees on private property.

A yes vote would remove this part of the Constitution. 

A no vote would keep the provision.

REFERENDUM N - REPEAL OF OBSOLETE PROVISIONS: REGULATION OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES (Changes the Constitution)

This amendment would remove the part of the Constitution that deals with the sale and making of alcohol. It also removes the part of the Constitution that makes it illegal to open a saloon.

Summary:

The areas in this amendment are obsolete. Most of them are controlled by the Federal government.

Those who are for the amendment say:

· It removes outdated laws about making and selling alcohol. 
Those who are against the amendment say:

· Old parts of the Constitution have historical value.

A yes vote removes the old laws and will not change the ability of the legislature to make laws about alcoholic drinks.

A no vote would keep the amendment.

REFERENDUM O - CITIZEN INITIATED STATE LAWS (Changes the Constitution)

This amendment would change the way initiatives and referenda are put on the ballot.

Summary:

Decreases the number of signatures needed on petitions to present an initiative to change Colorado law.

Increases the number of signatures needed to place a Constitutional change on the ballot.

Signatures for a Constitutional change must be gathered from all seven Congressional districts in Colorado.

Changes in Colorado law cannot be changed by the Legislature for 5 years unless there is a 2/3 vote in both the House of Representatives and the Senate.

Those who are for the amendment say:

· The Colorado Constitution should have only subjects which are about public policy. The Colorado Constitution should not have subjects about everyday law.

· Protects initiatives passed by voters from change by the state legislature. 
Those who are against the amendment say:

· It takes away the citizens’ right to put an initiative on the ballot.

· Making the signatures come from all over the state makes it more difficult for a citizen to get an initiative on the ballot.

A yes vote would keep the Constitution from having so many changes and make it harder to change. It would protect the changes in Colorado law from being changed by the Legislature for 5 years.

A no vote would keep the system we have now.

For questions or concerns about voting rights of people with disabilities contact:

Faith Gross, VOTE! Coordinator

The Legal Center for People with Disabilities and Older People

303-722-0300 or 1-800-288-1376 (V/TTY)

fgross@thelegalcenter.org

For more information about the League of Women Voters contact:

League of Women Voters® of Colorado Education Fund 

1410 Grant St., B-204, 

Denver, CO 80203 

303-863-0437

www.lwvcolorado.org info@lwvcolorado.org
To report problems or get assistance with voting issues on Election Day contact Just Vote Colorado at 1-866-687-8683 (1-866-OUR-VOTE) or www.JustVoteColorado.org
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